[Combined chemotherapy with weekly Paclitaxel and doxifluridine for advanced and recurrent gastric cancers].
We conducted combined therapy of weekly paclitaxel and doxifluridine (5'-DFUR) for 23 cases of advanced and recurrent gastric carcinomas to investigate their efficacy and safety. Subjects included 7 unresectable cases, 5 noncurative resection cases, and 11 recurrent cases. Twenty of the 23 subjects had a history of prior treatment with another anticancer drug. The treatment regime consisted of one course comprising 70 mg/m(2)of paclitaxel weekly for three consecutive weeks followed by one week rest, combined with 800 mg/day of 5'-DFUR orally. Results revealed a response rate of 17.6% (3/17), with 2 cases of CR, 1 case of PR, 10 cases of NC, and 4 cases of PD. One of the CR cases was an unresectable case involving a primary tumor, liver metastasis, and abdominal lymph node metastasis, while the other was a recurrent case involving abdominal lymph node metastasis. The median survival period was 387 days. The one-and two-year survival rates were 52% and 24%, respectively. In terms of adverse effects, there were only single cases of grade 3 leukopenia and grade 3 neutropenia, with no cases of grade 4 hemotoxicity. Both patients could be treated as outpatients. Combination therapy of weekly paclitaxel and 5'-DFUR can be an effective and safe therapy for advanced and recurrent gastric carcinomas.